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CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Hello and welcome to
Wolf Visions, our periodic
newsletter about living life
with wolves. The last two years
have been full of memorable
events that continue to shape
our future and nspire us to
push forward.

In the end, we dream that

places like Mission:Wolf will
become obsolete as people
learn to respect wild amimals
in their natural habitat, As this
happens, we will allow nature
to thrive with diverse and bal-
anced ecosystems around the
world.

The continued return of

wild wolves across the US is
a good sign our visions may
be realized. [ wish to thank all
the generous and caring people
who continue to help keep
M:W and the wolf bus run-
mng.

- Kent Weber

Featured Wolves: Soleil & Orion
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Soleil was a youngster when she arvived al the refuge in September
2005. Her mile long legs quickly earned her the nickname "5Stilts.”

Orion came fo the sanctuary as a puppy in October of 2005, Staffnamed
him for the star constellation thar was overhead when he arvived
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Fenris and Amulet

Fenris and Amulet’s mother was sent to a Michigan
Humane Society when her breeder was killed ina
shoot out with police. They discovered she was
pregnant when she dug a den and had 4 pups. The
pups were left in the enclosure with their mother
for 4 months, only being handled once to spay and
neuter them. The stress and- trauma their mother
experienced watching her owner die and moving
into an unfamiliar environment was transterred to
the puppies through extremely high levels of adren-
aline in utero and then through her milk. Wolves
only bark as an alarm call when something very
dangerous is near, so the constant barking of the
other shelter dogs told the wolves to be scared of
everything all the time. After 4 months of constant
barking Amulet and Fenris were neurotic, tem-
fied puppies with nowhere to go. Through news
reports and the outreach of the shelter staff, MW
found out about Amulet and Fenris and agreed to
take them in. Amulet and Fenris spent their first
months at the refuge cowering and fear bark-
ing in the very back of their enclosure. Eventu-
ally Fenris moved in with an adult female named
Raven. Amulet lives with a wolf-dog named
Luke who is helping her learn not to be so afraid.

Sangre
Sangre, known to some by his original name, Sarge,
first arrived at Mission:Wolf in 2007. We dont
“know much about his past, but we do know that
someone tried to keep him as a pet. We believe that
he was untrained, which led him to be unpredict-
able especially toward men. When Sangre took his
aggression out on his owner by biting hard, San-
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gre lost his home s0 M:W agreed to take him in.
Once he arrived, we realized he was a misunder-
stood dog who had been labeled a wolf-dog so the
breeder could make more money. The refuge staff
tried to rehabilitate and train him to be a house
dog. We have successfully saved a few mislabeled
dogs in the past, but Sangre had been neglected for
too long. He is too unpredictable to be placed in
a home. Sangre now lives with another wolf-dog
named Daisy. They are a great match because they
are both very confused amimals who don’t know
how to act around humans or wolves, Over the
maonthsthat they” ve been together, Daisy hashelped
Sangre adjust to refuge life and is slowly teaching
him not te bark at the staff when they walk past.

Nokona
Nokona was born in January of 2002 and came to
M:W in early spring of 2009. His background 13
unknown. To the best of our knowledge, he ended
up in a dog shelter in lowa and was scheduled o
be destroved as a wolf. A Colorade wolf sanctuary
took him in and he lived there for six years until
financial difficulties forced them to close, Noko-
na was delivered to M:W in the back of a truck
and was placed in a large enclosure. He is timid
and shy around most of the staff except at feeding
time. We worked to get Nokona a new pack and
placed him next to Raven and Fenris to get acchi-
mated. All was well, and Raven and Nokona flirt-
ed a bit, but little Fenris was insecure. Just when it
looked like all was well, the three ended up argu-
ing and Nokona was moved into a new enclosure.
We are still working to¢ find him a companion. He
has a very striking appearance and although he is
wolf-like in appearance and behavior, we suspect
that he has a touch of dog ancestry in ham as well.

McKinley
McKinley was born April of 2005 in Palmer, Alas-
ka at Wolf Country USA. She was sold to a couple
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who were in Alaska on a vacation. They came
back to Colorado with their puppy McKinley.
They raised her for three and a half years. They
brought her to Lamire Humane Society because
they were getting a divorce and could not keep her
in an apartment. She was handled improperly at
Lamire and was transferred to Clear Creek Animal
Shelter by our sister Organization WOLF, At this
time we had already decided to adopt McKinley.
Jennifer MeCarthy picked MeKinley up, drove
her to M: W, and they armived on October 20 2008,
Every momning and evening the wolves of M:W
howl. Her very first night here McKimley lead the
other wolves howling. She lives with a young male
named Texx and is comfortable in her new home.

Texx
Texx is very tall, as shy as they come, and has lots
of wolf traits. He also has markings and features
that tell us he has some dog ancestry. He was bormn
in January of 2005 and arrived at M:W after a long
road trip from Texas in late 2008. We believe he
was purchased as a pup and raised as a pet for an
unknown time before he was either tumed loose
or escaped. He managed to survive while running
free around Texas neighborhoods by scavenging
dog food from backyards. As his presence became
more noticeable, so did the neighbors concern for
his safety. Texx was tricked by a clever homeown-
er who recognized what he was and how to use his
behavior to help keep him from being shot. She
found that while she walked her dog Texx would
enter her dog’s run and eat the food. Armed with
a 100 ft rope, she set up a way to close the gate
fraom a distance. When Texx snuck in for tood, she
closed the gate behind hum. Knowing how well he
could jump, they put a mesh top on the dog run to
keep him contained. Now that he was safe, he was
in need of a new home so M:W agreed to take him.
Texx is very timid and not sure what to think of life
in the mountains, but within weeks of his armival
we were able to get him a companion. He lives
with a female named MecKinley who is dominant
over him and keeps him in line at feeding time. As
time passes, he settles into life and has become a
bit calmer. He enjoys his new life with McKinley.
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Talon and Valley Spirit

Talon and his mate Valley spirit were bom in 2006
and came to M:W in spring of 2009 afier a long,
hard journey. They were discovered chammed and
padlocked in a backyard during a police raid. They
were tranquilized, the padlocks were removed, and
it was discovered that Valley Spirit was pregnant.
They both were identified as wolves and sched-
uled to be destroyed. Quick action by wolf-dog
rescucs in Michigan and Indiana allowed them to
be rescued. They were transported 1o a temporary
facility where Valley Spirit gave birth. Sheltered
by a makeshift den of straw bales, she nursed her
pups and awaited transportation to M:W. With
help from dog trainer Jenmifer McCarthy and “The
Dog Whisperer” production teams, all six were
loaded and transported to us. When their carrier
doors opened for the first time in three days, they
emerged into their forested enclosures and let out
sighs of relief. “Mama™ Valley Spirit cleaned out
an old wolf den and carried her pups to it. Then
Talon and Mama eagerly greeted all of our staffand
several visitors the following day, leaving a trail of
wet kisses, Since the pups have emerged from the
den Talon and Mama are occupied being parents.

Luke

Luke was bomn in January of 2002 and came to
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M:W late in 2008 from a refuge that was shutting
down due to health and financial roubles. He was
represented as a pure bred Arctic Alaskan, red-
faced wolf, a species which does not exist. Luke
was a very unusual, unsocialized and confised ca-
nine that barked and howled simultaneously. He
lived in a remote and hiddén enclosure and sel-
dom saw people. Using a blow dart, we were able
1o sadate, capture, and kennel him for transport to
our veterinarian, Dr. Hancock. During his neuter,
we discovered that he only had one descended tes-
ticle. Luke ended up in surgery for over an hour
to find and remove the missing testicle from his
abdomen, costing over $1000. Luke arrived at
M:W with a sore and cold belly, and was placed
next to our community kitchen where we could
tend to his needs and watch his wounds heal.
Luke seemed to be confused at the thought of hu-
mans in his space but slowly warmed up to staff.
He is timid but curious, After healing he moved
in with a female wolf namead Amulet. He i5 en-
Jows his new home and has even offered a greet-
ing and a quick sniff to a few of the refuge staff.

Aria, Arrow, Illiamna,
Lil’ Hailey Star, Zephir

On July 16, 2009 M:W prepared for the arrival of
eight wolf pups. They traveled from a facility in
South Dakota and Dave Nora of Westcliffe was
kind enough to deliver them to us. Maggie had just
watched a new mother with four pups arrive and
was longing for puppies of her own. At just three
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months old, the four Arctic and four Grey Wolves
were put in with Mapgie and Abe. Magpie was
somewhat overwhelmed but happily took them in
as her own. Abe, perpetuallvy rambunctious, was
s0 worn out playing dad that he often fell asleep
on wvisitor’s laps! A joyous occasion soon became
our worst nightmare when one pup died and four
others became sick. This 15 the first ime M:W has
experienced a disease amongst the wolves and
stafl immediately took action, Within 48 hours the
staff and several pups made mns back and forth
to the animal hospitals and when all was said and
done we had lost three pups to Parvo and one of
the sickest ones, Aria, survived. Staff stayed with
him for 36 hours straight, fed him, gave him five
bags of intravenous fluids and homeopathic rem-
edies, and within two days Aria came back (o
health and started tearing up the “Puppy Palace™
vet building. The five puppies, Illiamna, Arrow,
Zephir, Aria and Lil" Hailey Star are all doing
great, Ariz and Little Hailley will soon be intro-
duced to Raven and the rest are to stay with Mag-
pie and Abe. [lliamna has been one of the brav-
est and curious of the pups and will travel with
Ambassadors Maggie and Abe in the Walf Bus.

Asia, Batman, Buku, and Oreo

Asia, Batman, Buku and Oreo were born to Talon
and “Mama” Valley Sprit at a temporary facility
en route to M:W. Mama nursed them sheltered
by a makeshift den of straw bales, then once at
M:W, she cleared out an old den and continued
to raise them. Both parents have wolf characteris-
tics. We believe Mama is a wolf-dog cross and she
has mostly wolf tendencies. Having seen the pups,
we suspect that Talon is a wolf-Pitbull cross. The
pups have a short, shiny coat and dog-like tails.
Three of the puppies have round Pit-bull faces
with half-cocked ears and one pup has a boxy Lab
face with droopy ears and long wolf legs. As they
grow we are starting 10 se¢ each pup’s individual
personality.

If you would like to sponsor any of these animal
please visit our website at www missionwolf.co
or see the Wolf Caretaker form on page 19.
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THANK YOU!

IM:W wouldn’t be able to do what it does without the generous i
contributions of countless people and organizations. To those
who help us past, present, and future, M:W thanks you.

VOLUNTEER STAFF: Kent Weber, Tracy Ane Brooks, Carol
K ennedy, Kathy Bennet, Pat Willis, David Stout, Rob King,
my Sidderly, Rachael Goodier, John Frushell, Timothy Reed,
rittany Salley-Rains, Emily Hackman, Court Lewis, Annie
White, Dan Lazarek, Angel Early, Mathias Langley, Stefanie
L.ehmann, Tamas Brooks, Luke George, Hannah Flagg, Kenda
Mattice, Lynn Donaldson, Joshua Cooper, Charles Weill, Brent
Baldwin, Tinisha Brandon, Roman Landon, Adrien Landon,
Pierre Landon, Liliane Le Prévost, Malcolm Pei, Yoanna
Marescot, Claire Rounds, Dorith Mejez, Andrea Miller, Meghan
Barry, Christopher Kirtlink, Emily D’ Angelo, Hailey Adams,
Justin Koh, Christy Brennan, Nicole Sowers, Danielle Lavine,
Andy Olivier, Matt Olivier, Denzel Bennet, Cari Ellinghaus,
Alex Liethen, Andrew Elmgren, Travis Moonschein, Rachael
Messiter, Henry Thompson, Molly Harrison

[CARETAKERS: Elizabeth McBride, Donna Heyse, First Data
Foundation, Anna Peterson, HP & IR Snyder, Brad Vanderburg,
Angela Nomellim, Kenneth Olivier, Susan Menz, Williams
Emckett, Ted Gorski Memorial, Lynn Donaldson, First Data

oundation, Deborah & Thomas Sarine, Stevan Calvillo, Ralph
& Donna Hood, Evelyn & Richard Mercer, Matt & Tara Ash, Marian Findley, Jenn Stone, Karen Byington, Fiona Baldwin, Rock-
feller, Audrey Sturmer, Monarch Center, Mary Lee, TH Distributing, Ryan & Jessica Dean, David & Jean Farmello, Global Im-
act X4, Alpha Omega Foundation, Nicholas Wargo, Stephens Foundation, Norma Sundin, Wet Mountain Community Foundation,
[Thelma Clark Memonal, Synovus, Entergey Corp.. Steve Young, Carol Lebiedzinski, Lynn Huydic, James N. Cost Foundation,
Elizabeth Stanley, in memory of Dr. Jacklyn Graber

EDUCATORS: Jane Cane, Alice Victor, Irene Larusso, Sharon Mcguire, Del Nelson & Dixon Brooke, Jennifer McCarthy, MPH
roductions, High Desert Museum, Bill Gawlowski, Harry at Nomadics Tipi, Mary Ann Matteson, Red Empress Foundation,
Euulder Animal Hospital, Snowbird Resort, Cape Cod Museum of Natural History, Kelly Grennan, Mohonk Mtn. House, Lee
lake, Beaver Lake Nature Center, Genessee Country Museum, Wayne Cadden, Corning, NY, Defenders of Wildlife, National
Audubon Society Centers, Nora Maloney, Sierra Club, Tanglewood Mature Center, Jeff Kollbrunner, Mary Cicale, Dr. Lawrence,
Ann Michaels, Dave & Peggy Nora, Paul & Linda Schutt, Helix LTD, Bill & Diane Reed, Peggy Knapp, Bob at Fordland

GENEROUS LOCAL SUPPORT: Valley Ace Lumber, Hough Electric, Valley Pipeworks, Solarwood, Metro Solar, Al and Simone
Stucco, Boulder Glass, Solar Solutions, Wet Mountain Tribune, Westcliffe Petroleum, Colorado Mountain Bank, Westcliffe Super-
market, The Chop Shop, Western Tire, Creative Minds, The Feed Barn, Fine Line Graphics, Harald and Lisa Frank, Mountain Mail,
EI:-; and Linda Clark, Sparrowhawk Photography, Paul Biron, Nancy and Jerry at Sangre Solutions, Huajatolla Co-op, local Huer-

ano and Custer County ranchers and neighbors, Innes Yoder and family, Jane and Elton of Sunfl ower Natural Foods, Bell Crest
imal Hospital, Dr. Bill Hancock, Dr. Hecht, Dr. Gaynor, Shanna Lewis

OARD OF DIRECTORS: Kent Weber, Tracy Ane Brooks, David Kreutzer, Esq., Sarah Woods, Tamas Brooks, Michael Stenson,
ndy Woods, Julie Kreutzer, Esq., Jeff Schwartz, Sara Stenson, Jan Conway
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